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Programs of Study

Programs
of Study

Organized by
Degree Type
Undergraduate
Degrees
Accounting BS
Administration of Justice

BS
Anthropology BA
Applied Computer Science

BS
Art History BA
Art and Visual Technology

BA, BFA
Astronomy BA, BS
Athletic Training BS
Biology BA, BS
Chemistry BA, BS
Civil and Infrastructure

Engineering BS
Communication BA
Computer Engineering BS
Computer Science BS
Conflict Analysis and

Resolution BA, BS
Dance BA, BFA

Decision Sciences and
Management
Information Systems BS

Earth Science BS
Economics BA, BS
Electrical Engineering BS
Electronics and

Communications
Engineering BS

English BA
Film and Visual Studies

BA*
Finance BS
Foreign Languages BA
Geography BA, BS
Geology BA, BS
Global Affairs BA
Government and

International Politics BA
Health and Physical

Education BSEd
Health, Fitness, and

Recreation Resources
BS

Health Science BS
History BA
Individualized Study BIS
Information Technology BS

Integrative Studies BA, BS
Latin American Studies BA
Management BS
Marketing BS
Mathematics BA, BS
Medical Technology BS
Music BA, BM
Neuroscience BS*
Nursing BSN
Philosophy BA
Physical Education BSEd
Physics BS
Psychology BA, BS
Public Administration BS
Religious Studies BA
Russian Studies BA
Social Work BS
Sociology BA
Systems Engineering BS
Theater BA

Undergraduate
Certificate
Programs
Accounting
American Humanics
Applied Statistics

Child Welfare
Environmental Chemistry
Environmental Management
Gerontology
Information Technology
Islamic Studies
Leadership Studies
Nutrition
Operations Research and

Engineering
Outdoor Adventure
Professional Development

in Piano Pedagogy
Post Bachelor Computer

Science
Teaching English as a

Second Language

Interdisciplinary
Minors
African American Studies
Ancient Mediterranean Art

and Archaeology
Art and Visual Technology
Asia-Pacific Studies
Film and Media Studies
Folklore and Mythology
Global Affairs

*pending SCHEV approval
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Global Systems
Islamic Studies
Latin American Studies
Linguistics
Multimedia
New Europe
Nonprofit Studies
Political Philosophy
Urban and Suburban

Studies
Women’s Studies
World Music

Minors
Administration of Justice
American Government
Anthropology
Art and Visual Technology
Art History
Arts Administration
Assistive Technology
Astronomy
Biology
Bioinformatics
Business
Chemistry
Chinese
Classical Studies
Computer Science
Conflict Analysis and

Resolution
Dance
Data Analysis
Early Childhood Special

Education
Earth Science
Economics
Economic Systems Design
Electronic Journalism
Emotional Disturbance/

Learning Disabilities
English
Exercise Science
French
Geographic Information

Systems
Geography
Geology
German
Health Promotion
History
Information Technology
International/Comparative

Studies
Jazz Studies
Judaic Studies
Latin
Legal Studies
Mathematics
Mathematics for SOM

students
Mental Retardation
Music
Nonprofit Studies
Nutrition

Ocean and Estuarine
Sciences

Parks, Recreation, and
Leisure Studies

Philosophy
Physics
Psychology
Public Policy and

Management
Religious Studies
Russian
Severe Disabilities
Social Work
Sociology
Spanish
Sport Management
Telecommunications
Theater
Tourism and Events

Management
World Music

Graduate and
Professional
Degrees
Accounting MS
Arts Management MA
Applied and Engineering

Physics MS
Art and Visual Technology

MA, MFA
Art Education MAT
Biodefense MS, PhD
Bioinformatics MS, PhD
Biology MS
Bioscience Management

MS
Biosciences PhD
Business Administration

MBA
Chemistry MS
Civil and Infrastructure

Engineering BS/
Accelerated MS, MS

Climate Dynamics PhD
Communication MA
Community College

Education DA
Computational Science MS
Computational Sciences

and Informatics PhD
Computational Social

Science PhD
Computer Engineering

Accelerated MS, MS
Computer Science

Accelerated MS,
MS, PhD

Conflict Analysis and
Resolution MS, PhD

Counseling and
Development MEd

• Community Agency
Counseling

• School Counseling
PK–12

Creative Writing MFA
Cultural Studies PhD
Curriculum and Instruction

MEd
• Adult Education
• Advanced Studies in

Teaching and Learning
Alternative Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Early Childhood
Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Gifted Child Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Elementary
Mathematics

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
History

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Instructional
Technology

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Literacy

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Mathematics

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Physical Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Science

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Special Education

• Early Childhood
Education (Unified
Transformative Early
Education Model—
UTEEM)

• Educational
Psychology: Learning,
Cognition, and
Motivation

• Educational Psychology:
Assessment, Evaluation,
and Testing

• Educational
Psychology: Teacher
Preparation

• Elementary Education
PK–6 (Initial Teacher
Licensure)

• English as a Second
Language PK–12

• FAST TRAIN
Elementary PK–6

• FAST TRAIN English
as a Second Language

• Foreign Language or
Latin PK–12

• Instructional
Technology: Immersion
Instructional Design
and Development

• Instructional
Technology: Part-Time
Instructional Design
and Development

• Instructional
Technology: Integration
of Technology in
Schools

• Instructional
Technology: Assistive
and Special Education
Technology

• Multilingual and
Multicultural Education

• Secondary Education
6–12 Biology

• Secondary Education
6–12 Chemistry

• Secondary Education
6–12 Earth Science

• Secondary Education
6–12 English

• Secondary Education
6–12 History and Social
Sciences

• Secondary Education
6–12 Mathematics

• Secondary Education
6–12 Physics

Dance MFA
Earth Systems and

Geoinformation
Sciences PhD

Earth Systems Science MS
E-commerce MS
Economics MA, PhD
Education PhD
Education Leadership MEd

• Mathematics Education
Leadership K-8

• Math Specialist Leader
K-8

• Science Education
Leadership PK-12

Electrical and Computer
Engineering PhD

Electrical Engineering
Accelerated MS, MS

English MA
• Linguistics
• Literature
• Professional Writing

and Editing
• Teaching of Writing and

Literature
Environmental Science

and Policy MS
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Environmental Science
and Public Policy PhD

Epidemiology and
Biostatistics MS

Executive MBA
Exercise, Fitness, and

Health Promotion MS
Foreign Languages MA

(Spanish, French)
Geographic and

Cartographic Sciences
MS

Health Science MS
Health Systems

Management MS
History MA, PhD
Information Security and

Assurance Accelerated
MS, MS

Information Systems
Accelerated MS, MS

Information Technology
Accelerated MS in
Information Security
and Assurance,
Accelerated MS in
Information Systems,
Accelerated MS in
Software Engineering,
Accelerated MS in
Telecommunications

Information Technology,
Engineer Degree

Information Technology
PhD

Concentrations:
• Civil and Infrastructure

Engineering
• Information Security
• Information Systems
• Operations Research
• Software Engineering
• Statistical Science
• Systems Engineering

Interdisciplinary Studies
MAIS

Concentrations:
• Anthropology
• Community College

Teaching
• Folklore
• Higher Education
• Individualized Studies
• Religion, Culture, and

Values
• Video-Based

Production
• Women’s Studies
• Zoo and Aquarium

Leadership
International Commerce

and Policy MA
Justice, Law and Crime

Policy, MA, PhD

Law (For information
about degree programs,
contact the School of
Law at 703-993-8000.)

Mathematics MS, PhD
Music MM
New Professional Studies

• Knowledge
Management MA

• Organization
Development and
Knowledge
Management MS

• Peace Operations MS
• Teaching MA

Neuroscience PhD
Nursing MSN, MSN/

MBA, PhD
Operations Research

Accelerated MS, MS
Philosophy MA
Physical Sciences PhD
Physics, Applied and

Engineering MS
Political Science MA, PhD
Psychology Concentrations:

• Applied Developmental
MA, PhD

• Biopsychology MA, PhD
• Clinical PhD
• Human Factors/Applied

Cognition MA, PhD
• Industrial Organizational

MA, PhD
• School Psychology MA

Advanced Graduate
Studies in School
Psychology (Post-
master’s Certificate)

Public Administration MPA
Public Policy MPP, PhD
Social Work MSW
Sociology MA
Software Engineering

Accelerated MS, MS
Special Education MEd
Statistical Science

Accelerated MS, MS
Study in Statistics PhD
Systems Engineering

Accelerated MS, MS,
Accelerated MS in
Telecommunications

Technology Management
MS

Telecommunications
Accelerated MS, MS

Telecommunications
Policy MA

Transportation Policy,
Operations and
Logistics MA

Graduate
Certificate
Programs
Actuarial Sciences
Administration of Justice
Advanced Graduate Studies

in School Psychology
(post-master’s)

Advanced Network
Protocols for
Telecommunications

Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning

Alternative Education
Applied Behavior Analysis
Architecture-Based

Systems Engineering
Artist (Instrumental

Performance)
Artist (Piano Performance)
Artist (Vocal Performance)
Assisted Living

Administration
Assistive Technology
Association Management
Aviation (Psychology)
Biostatistics
Biological Threat and

Defense
Biometrics
Biostatistics
Chief Information Officer
Cognitive Neuroscience
Collaboration and Learning

in Policy Organizations
Command, Control,

Communications,
Computing, and
Intelligence

Communications and
Networking

Community College
Education

Computational Modeling
Computational Social

Science
Computational Techniques

and Applications
Computer Networking
Conflict Analysis and

Resolution Advanced
Skills

Conflict Analysis and
Resolution for
Collaborative
Leadership in
Community Planning

Conflict Analysis and
Resolution for
Prevention,
Reconstruction, and
Stabilization Contexts

Conflict Resolution for
Health Professionals

Counseling Post-master’s
Licensure

Culture and Values in
Social Policy

Data Mining
Database Management
Discovery, Design and

Innovation
E-Learning
Early Childhood Education
Early Childhood Special

Education Licensure
Economic Systems Design
Electronic Commerce
Emotional Disturbance/

Learning Disabilities
Licensure

English as a Second
Language Licensure

Environmental Management
ESL/Special Education
FAST TRAIN Special

Education
Federal Statistics
Foreign Language

Licensure
Gerontology
Gifted Child Education
Global Medical and Health

Policy
Global Trade Management
Governance Systems and

Policy Management
Health Care Security and

Privacy
Health Information Systems
History (Education)
Information Engineering
Information Policy and

Administration
Information Security and

Assurance
Instructional Technology
Integration of Technology

in Schools
Intelligent Agents
International Business

Planning
International E-commerce

and Telecommunications
Policy

International Institutional
Policy

International Market
Analysis

International Health
Learning Disabilities,

Emotional Disturbance,
and Mental Retardation
Licensure

Library Media
Literacy (Education)
Macrobial Defense
Managing International

Commerce
Mathematics (Education)
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Mental Retardation
Licensure

Microbial Defense
Military Operations

Research
Nanotechnology and

Nanoscience
Network Technologies and

Applications
Nonprofit Management
Nursing Administration
Nursing Education
Nurse Practitioner-Adult
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Operations Research and

Engineering
Physical Education
Professional Development

(Piano Pedagogy)
Professional Ethics
Professional Writing and

Editing
Quality Improvement and

Outcomes Management
in Health Care Systems

Regional Economic
Development and
Technology Policy

Regional Trade Policy and
Planning

Remote Sensing and Earth
Image Processing

School Counseling
Leadership

Science (Education)
Science, Technology, and

the Global Economy
Secondary Education

Licensure
Severe Disabilities

Licensure
Signal Processing
Software Engineering
Systems Engineering for

Computer, Information,
and Software Intensive
Systems

Teaching of English as a
Second Language

Telecommunications
Forensics and Security

Telecommunications
Systems Modeling

Transportation Policy,
Operations, and
Logistics

Usability (Psychology)
VLSI Design/

Manufacturing
Web-Based Software

Engineering
Wireless Communications
Women’s Studies
World Religions,

Diplomacy, and
Conflict Resolution

Organized
by Unit
Note: Several interdiscipli-
nary programs, coming from
more than one academic
unit, are administered by
the following divisions of
the university: Institute for
Conflict Analysis and Reso-
lution, the Volgenau School
of Information Technology
and Engineering, College
of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences, Office of the Pro-
vost, College of Science, and
School of Public Policy.

Refer to the listing under
the following units to see
degrees offered.

Office of the
Provost
Computational Social

Science Certificate, PhD

Institute for
Conflict Analysis
and Resolution
Conflict Analysis and

Resolution BA, BS,
MS, PhD

Conflict Analysis and
Resolution Advanced
Skills Certificate

Conflict Analysis and
Resolution for
Collaborative
Leadership in
Community Planning
Certificate

Conflict Analysis and
Resolution for
Prevention,
Reconstruction, and
Stabilization Contexts
Certificate

Conflict Resolution for
Health Professionals
Certificate (with CHHS)

World Religions,
Diplomacy, and
Conflict Resolution
Certificate

College of
Education and
Human
Development
Counseling and

Development MEd

Concentrations:
• Community Agency

Counseling
• School Counseling

PK–12
Curriculum and Instruction

MEd
Concentrations:

• Adult Education
• Advanced Studies in

Teaching and Learning
Alternative Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Early Childhood
Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Gifted Child Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Elementary
Mathematics

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
History

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Instructional Technology

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Literacy

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Mathematics

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Physical Education

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Science

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning
Special Education

• Early Childhood
Education (Unified
Transformative Early
Education Model—
UTEEM)

• Educational
Psychology: Learning,
Cognition, and
Motivation

• Educational Psychology:
Assessment,
Evaluation, and Testing

• Educational Psychology:
Teacher Preparation

• Elementary Education
PK–6 (Initial Teacher
Licensure)

• English as a Second
Language PK–12

• FAST TRAIN
Elementary PK–6

• FAST TRAIN English
as a Second Language

• Foreign Language or
Latin PK–12

• Instructional
Technology: Immersion
Instructional Design
and Development

• Instructional
Technology: Part-Time
Instructional Design
and Development

• Instructional
Technology: Integration
of Technology in
Schools

• Instructional
Technology: Assistive
and Special Education
Technology

• Multilingual and
Multicultural Education

• Secondary Education
6–12 Biology

• Secondary Education
6–12 Chemistry

• Secondary Education
6–12 Earth Science

• Secondary Education
6–12 English

• Secondary Education
6–12 History and Social
Sciences

• Secondary Education
6–12 Mathematics

• Secondary Education
6–12 Physics

Education PhD
Education Leadership MEd
Special Education MEd
Teaching (New Profes-

sional Studies) MA
Certificates:

• Advanced Studies in
Teaching and Learning

• Alternative Education
• Applied Behavior

Analysis
• Assistive Technology
• Counseling Post-

Master’s Licensure
• E-Learning
• Early Childhood

Education
• Early Childhood Special

Education Licensure
• Emotional Disturbance/

Learning Disabilities
Licensure

• English as a Second
Language Licensure

• ESL/Special Education
•  FAST TRAIN Special

Education
• Foreign Language

Licensure

P
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• Gifted Child Education
• History
• Instructional Technology
• Integration of

Technology in Schools
• Learning Disabilities,

Emotional Disturbance,
and Mental Retardation
Licensure

• Library Media
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Mental Retardation

Licensure
• Physical Education
• School Counseling

Leadership
• Science
• Secondary Education

Licensure
• Severe Disabilities

Licensure
Minors (Undergraduate):

 •Assistive Technology
• Early Childhood

Special Education
• Emotional Disturbance/

Learning Disabilities
• Mental Retardation
• Severe Disabilities

School of Recreation,
Health, and Tourism
Athletic Training BS
Exercise, Fitness, and

Health Promotion MS
Health and Physical

Education BSEd
Health, Fitness, and

Recreation Resources
BS

Outdoor Adventure
Certificate

Minors:
• Exercise Science
• Health Promotion
• Parks, Recreation, and

Leisure Studies
• Sport Management
• Tourism and Events

Management

College of Health
and Human
Services
(formerly the College of
Nursing and Health
Science)

School of Nursing
Nursing BSN, MSN,
MSN/MBA, PhD
Concentrations:
Advanced Clinical Nursing

MSN
Clinical Nurse Leader MSN

Nursing Administration,
MSN

Nurse Educator MSN, PhD
Nurse Practitioner, Adult

or Family MSN
Certificates:

• Nursing Administration
• Nursing Education
• Nurse Practitioner, Adult
• Nurse Practitioner,

Family

Global and
Community Health
Epidemiology and

Biostatistics MS
Health Science BS, MS

Concentrations:
• Health Care

Coordination BS
• Gerontology MS
• International Health MS

Nutrition Minor

Undergraduate
Certificates:

• Gerontology
• Nutrition

Graduate Certificates:
• Biostatistics
• Gerontology
• International Health

Health Administration
and Policy
Health Science BS
Concentrations:

• Assisted Living
• Health Systems

Management
Health Systems
Management MS
Concentrations:

• Assisted Living
Administration

• Health Information
Systems

• Health Policy Analysis
• Health Systems

Management
• Healthcare Security and

Privacy
Certificates:

• Assisted Living
Administration

• Conflict Resolution for
Health Professionals

• Health Care Security
and Privacy

• Health Information
Systems

• Quality Improvement
and Outcomes
Management in Health
Care Systems

Social Work
Social Work Minor, BS,

MSW
Child Welfare Certificate

The Volgenau
School of
Information
Technology and
Engineering
Applied and
Engineering Statistics
Applied Statistics

Certificate
Biostatistics Certificate
Data Analysis Minor
Data Mining Certificate
Epidemiology and

Biostatistics MS
Federal Statistics

Certificate
Signal Processing

Certificate
Statistical Science

Applicable BS/
Accelerated MS, MS

Study in Statistics PhD

Applied Information
Technology
Applied Information

Technology
Information Technology

Minor, Certificate, BS,
BS/Accelerated MS in
Information Security
and Assurance, BS/
Accelerated MS in
Information Systems,
BS/Accelerated MS in
Software Engineering,
BS/Accelerated MS in
Telecommunications

Civil, Environmental,
and Infrastructure
Engineering
Civil and Infrastructure

Engineering BS, BS/
Accelerated MS, MS

Computer Science
Applied Computer Science

BS
Biometrics Certificate
Computer Networking

Certificate
Computer Science Minor,

BS, BS/Accelerated
MS, MS, PhD

Intelligent Agents
Certificate

Post Bachelor Computer
Science Certificate

Electrical and
Computer Engineering
Communications and

Networking Certificate
Computer Engineering BS,

BS/Accelerated MS, MS
Electrical and Computer

Engineering, PhD
Electrical Engineering BS,

BS/Accelerated MS, MS
Electronics and

Communications
Engineering BS

Signal Processing
Certificate

VLSI Design/
Manufacturing
Certificate

Information and
Software Engineering
Data Mining Certificate
Database Management

Certificate
Electronic Commerce

Certificate
Information Engineering

Certificate
Information Security and

Assurance Applicable
BS/Accelerated MS, MS

Information Systems
Applicable BS/
Accelerated MS, MS

Information Security and
Assurance Certificate

Information Technology
PhD

Concentrations:
• Information Security

and Assurance
• Information Systems
• Software Engineering

Software Engineering
Applicable BS/
Accelerated MS

Software Engineering
Certificate

Web-based Software
Engineering Certificate

Systems Engineering
and Operations
Research
Architecture-Based

Systems Engineering
Certificate

Command, Control,
Communications,
Computing, and
Intelligence Certificate

Computational Modeling
Certificate

Military Operations
Research Certificate

*pending SCHEV approval
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Operations Research and
Engineering Certificate

Operations Research
Applicable BS/
Accelerated MS, MS

Systems Engineering BS,
BS/Accelerated MS in
Systems Engineering,
BS/Accelerated MS in
Telecommunications

Systems Engineering
Applicable BS/
Accelerated MS/MS

Systems Engineering for
Computer, Information,
and Software Intensive
Systems Certificate

Interdisciplinary
Programs
E-commerce MS
Information Technology

Engineer Degree, PhD
Network Technology and

Applications Certificate
Telecommunications

Applicable BS/
Accelerated MS, MS

Telecommunications
Certificates:

• Network Technologies
and Applications

• Wireless
Communications

• Systems Modeling
• Advanced Networking

Protocols for
Telecommunications

• Telecommunications
Forensics and Security

College of Liberal
Arts and Human
Sciences
(formerly the College of
Arts and Sciences)

Communication
Communication BA, MA
Electronic Journalism

Minor
Telecommunications Minor

Economics
Economics Minor, BA,

BS, MA, PhD
Economic Systems Design

Minor, Certificate

English
Creative Writing MFA
English Minor, BA
English MA:

• Linguistics
• Literature

• Professional Writing
and Editing

• Teaching of Writing and
Literature

Professional Writing and
Editing Certificate

Teaching of English as a
Second Language
Certificate

History and Art History
Art History Minor, BA
History Minor, BA, MA,

PhD

Individualized Study
Individualized Study BIS
BIS/Accelerated MS in

Telecommunication

Latin American
Studies
Latin American Studies

BA, Minor

Modern and Classical
Languages
Foreign Languages BA,

MA (Spanish, French)
Minors:

• Chinese
• Classical Studies
• French
• German
• Latin
• Russian
• Spanish

Philosophy
Philosophy Minor, BA,

MA, Professional
Ethics Certificate

Psychology
Psychology Minor, BA, BS
Psychology MA, PhD
Concentrations:

• Applied Developmental
MA, PhD

• Biopsychology MA, PhD
• Clinical PhD
• Human Factors/Applied

Cognition MA, PhD
• Industrial

Organizational MA,
PhD

• School Psychology
MA, Advanced
Graduate Studies in
School Psychology
(Post-master’s
Certificate)

Certificates:
• Aviation
• Cognitive Neuroscience
• Usability

Public and
International Affairs
Administration of Justice

Minor, BS
Government and

International Politics BA
Justice, Law, and Crime

Policy MA, PhD
Political Science MA, PhD
Public Administration BS,

MPA
Minors:

• American Government
• International/

Comparative Studies
• Legal Studies

Graduate Certificates:
• Administration of

Justice
• Association

Management
• Information Policy and

Administration
• Nonprofit Management
• Public Policy and

Management

Religious Studies
Judaic Studies Minor
Religious Studies Minor,

BA

Sociology and
Anthropology
Anthropology Minor, BA
Conflict Analysis and

Resolution Minor, BA,
BS

Sociology Minor, BA, MA

New Century College
Integrative Studies BA, BS
Leadership Studies

Certificate
Nonprofit Studies Minor
Multimedia Minor

Interdisciplinary
Programs
Cultural Studies PhD
Community College

Education DA,
Certificate

Global Affairs Minor, BA,
BS

Interdisciplinary Studies
MAIS

Concentrations:
• Anthropology
• Community College

Teaching
• Folklore
• Higher Education
• Individualized Studies
• Religion, Culture, and

Values

• Video-Based
Production

• Women’s Studies
• Zoo and Aquarium

Leadership
Russian Studies BA
Interdisciplinary Minors:

• African American
Studies

• Ancient Mediterranean
Art and Archaeology

• Asia-Pacific Studies
• Film and Media Studies
• Folklore and Mythology
• Global Systems
• Islamic Studies
• Linguistics
• Linguistics
• Multimedia
• New Europe
• Nonprofit Studies
•  Political Philosophy
• Urban and Suburban

Studies
• Women’s Studies

School of
Management
Accounting BS, MS,

Certificate
Bioscience Management

MS
Business Minor
Business Administration

MBA
Chief Information Officer

Certificate
Decision Sciences and

Management
Information Systems BS

Executive MBA, MBA
Finance BS
Management BS
Marketing BS
Technology Management

MS

School of Public
Policy
International Commerce

and Policy MA
Knowledge Management

(New Professional
Studies) MA

Organization Development
and Knowledge
Management (New
Professional Studies)
MS

Peace Operations (New
Professional Studies)
MS

Public Policy MPP, PhD
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Telecommunications
Policy MA

Transportation Policy,
Operations, and
Logistics MA

Certificates:
• Collaboration and

Learning in Policy
Organizations

• Culture and Values in
Social Policy

• Global Medical and
Health Policy

• Global Trade
Management

• Governance Systems
and Policy Management

• International Business
Planning

• International
Governance and
Institutions

• International
Institutional Policy

• International Market
Analysis

• International
E-commerce and
Telecommunications
Policy

• Managing International
Commerce

• National Security and
Public Policy

• Regional Economic
Development and
Technology Policy

• Regional Trade Policy
and Planning

• Science and Technology
Policy

• Science, Technology,
and the Global Economy

• Transportation Policy,
Operations and
Logistics

College of Science
(newly formed college com-
prised of departments from
the former College of Arts
and Sciences and School of
Computational Sciences)

Bioinformatics and
Computational Biology
Bioinformatics MS, PhD,

Certificate

Chemistry and
Biochemistry
Chemistry Minor, BA, BS,

MS
Environmental Chemistry

Certificate

Climate Dynamics
Climate Dynamics PhD

Computational and
Data Sciences
Computational Science MS
Computational Sciences

and Informatics PhD
Computational Techniques

and Applications
Certificate

Nanotechnology and
Nanoscience Certificate

Computational Social
Science Certificate, PhD

Physical Sciences PhD

Earth Systems and
Geoinformation
Sciences
Earth Systems and

Geoinformation
Sciences, PhD

Earth Systems Science MS
Remote Sensing and Earth

Image Processing
Certificate

Programs of Study

P
rogram

s of S
tudy

Environmental Science
and Policy
Earth Science Minor, BS
Earth Systems Science MS
Environmental

Management
Certificate

Environmental Science
and Policy MS

Environmental Science
and Public Policy PhD

Geology Minor, BA, BS

Geography
Geographic Information

Systems Minor
Geographic and

Cartographic Sciences
MS

Geography Minor, BA, BS

Mathematical Sciences
Actuarial Sciences

Certificate
Mathematics Minor, BA,

BS, MS, PhD
Mathematics for School of

Management students
Minor

Molecular and
Microbiology
Biodefense MS, PhD
Certificates in Biodefense:

• Biological Threat and
Defense

• Microbial Defense
Biology Minor, BA, BS, MS
Biosciences PhD
Medical Technology BS

Neuroscience
Neuroscience BS*, PhD

*pending SCHEV approval

Physics and
Astronomy
Applied and Engineering

Physics MS
Astronomy BA, BS, Minor
Physical Sciences PhD
Physics Minor, BS

College of Visual
and Performing
Arts
Arts Administration Minor

Art and Visual
Technology
Art and Visual Technology

Minor, BA, BFA, MA,
MFA

Art Education MAT
Multimedia Minor

Arts Management
Arts Management MA

Dance
Dance Minor, BA, BFA,

MFA

Music
Music Minor, BA, BM, MM
Jazz Studies Minor
World Music Minor
Artist (Instrumental

Performance)
Certificate

Artist (Piano Performance)
Certificate

Artist (Vocal Performance)
Certificate

Professional Development
(Piano Pedagogy)
Certificate

Theater
Theater Minor, BA
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About
George Mason

Vision for the New Century
George Mason will be the university needed by a region
and a world driven by new social, economic, and techno-
logical realities.

We are in the right place: The nation’s capital region is the
epicenter of the world’s political web, its information and
communications network, and its new economy.

We are ready: In an age that demands originality and
imagination, George Mason is among the nation’s most
innovative universities.

George Mason will:

• Be a magnet for outstanding faculty who will devise new
ways to approach problems, invent new ways to teach, and
develop new knowledge for the benefit of the region and
nation.

• Attract inventive, industrious students of all ages and
cultures and produce citizens who are intellectually and
technologically literate—people who will lead by the force
of their ideas.

• Transform into knowledge and wisdom the vast amounts
of information now accessible through new technologies.

• Build strong alliances that bring the know-how of busi-
ness and the community into the university, and take the
knowledge of the university into the workplace and the
larger society.

• Be a center of inquiry, knowledge, and professional
expertise in fields with vital implications for human needs
and opportunities in the future.

• Remain innovative, resourceful, and responsive, while
drawing on the intellectual and cultural heritage of the clas-
sical university.

By Alan G. Merten
President, George Mason University

Faculty and Students
The university’s more than 900 full-time instructional and
research faculty members are experts in a broad range of
fields. They have published widely, contributed to major
research findings, and consulted with government and busi-
ness officials. Faculty members have received grants and
awards from the Guggenheim Foundation, Templeton Foun-
dation, National Science Foundation, National Endowment
for the Arts, and National Endowment for the Humanities,
and are winners of Fulbright Scholar grants and Mellon
Fellowships.

Of particular interest to undergraduates are the Robinson
Professors, outstanding scholars in the liberal arts and sci-
ences who have come to Mason from prestigious positions
elsewhere. They are concerned with broad and fundamental
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intellectual issues and are dedicated to undergraduate teach-
ing. The Schedule of Classes printed every semester pro-
vides details about courses taught by Robinson Professors.

The majority of the university’s nearly 29,000 students are
from Virginia. However, all 50 states and Washington, D.C.,
as well as 135 countries and regions, are represented in the
student body. In the Princeton Review’s most recent survey
of more than 110,000 students at 357 top colleges, Mason
ranks number one in the nation in diversity.

While full-time undergraduates, 18 to 24 years in age, make
up the largest student group, part-time graduate and under-
graduate students account for nearly half of the student
population. Mason welcomes qualified students with a wide
range of interests and backgrounds.

Distributed University
George Mason is a distributed university, with three
campuses in Fairfax, Arlington, and Prince William
counties, and satellite sites in Herndon and Reston. The
university also plans to establish two new campuses. One
will be located in Loudon County on 123 acres of property
donated by a Virginia developer, while the other will be
located in the United Arab Emirates.

Each Mason campus has a distinctive academic focus that
plays a critical role in the economy of the surrounding
region. At each campus, students and faculty have access
to all the university’s resources, while duplication of pro-
grams and support services is minimized through the use
of technology.

Fairfax Campus
Situated on 677 acres of wooded land, the Fairfax Campus
offers a wealth of opportunities beyond the numerous
academic programs, and continues to be the principal
center for undergraduate residence and life. The resident
student population is expected to grow to 5,000 during the
next five years as new residential units are constructed.

The George W. Johnson Center, the first building of its
kind in the country, fosters university-wide learning by
integrating students’ curricular and extracurricular activi-
ties and by strengthening relationships among university
communities.

The Center for the Arts and the Patriot Center offer
numerous opportunities to experience the arts as well
as sports and other entertainment. Professional artistic events
presented on campus include music and dance from around
the world; Theater of the First Amendment, Mason’s
professional equity theater company that celebrates free
speech; and regional, national, and international visual art
exhibitions. Free tickets are available to these events for
full-time Mason students.

The Aquatics and Fitness Center provides state-of-the-art
exercise equipment as well as competitive and recreational
swimming to the university community and outside teams.

Arlington Campus
Located in the heart of the Washington, D.C., metropolitan
area, the Arlington Campus enjoys an alliance with approxi-
mately 200 high-tech firms. George Mason’s commitment

to form relationships with area businesses provides students
with direct access to employment experience and career
opportunities.

The newest building is the beginning of a three-phase plan
to develop the 5.2-acre site. Upon completion of all three
phases, the Arlington Campus will include 750,000 square
feet of space and many new facilities to accommodate its
projected 8,000 undergraduate, graduate, and professional
students.

The Arlington Campus offers courses that focus on
economics, public policy, and public administration, and it
is home to the university’s School of Law. The Volgenau
School of Information Technology and Engineering (IT&E)
offers special certification courses in information technol-
ogy through its Tech Advance Professional Education Pro-
gram. While most of the programs offered on the Arlington
Campus are on the graduate and professional levels, some
undergraduate courses are available.

The Arlington Campus is the location of the Mercatus
Center; the James M. Buchanan Center for Political
Economy; and the Institute for Humane Studies, an inde-
pendent entity affiliated with the university. These groups
work together on projects of mutual interest. In addition,
the campus houses the Professional Center, which works
with the community to provide a venue for special events.

Prince William Campus
This campus is located on 124 acres in Manassas, near
the intersection of I-66 and the Prince William Parkway.
The campus serves all of Northern Virginia and offers
convenient access to the university for citizens of Prince
William, Fauquier, and western Fairfax counties; the cities
of Manassas and Manassas Park; and adjoining areas to
the west and south. The campus comprises four buildings:
a research facility, two academic buildings, and a recreational
and fitness center.

Through mutually benef icial partnerships with local
government and area businesses, the campus has positioned
itself to tap into the unique assets of the surrounding
community while providing access to university resources
and programs for students and citizens.

A major focus of the campus is research and academic
programs in the life sciences, including biodefense and
infectious diseases, cancer proteomics, genomics, and
bioinformatics. Design and construction plans have begun
for a regional biocontainment laboratory, funded in part by
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.
This laboratory will house research on emerging infectious
diseases or those caused by biological threat agents.

Programs in teacher education, administration of justice,
business, information technology, health and fitness, recre-
ation, exercise science, health promotion, parks and out-
door recreation, sport management, therapeutic recreation,
tourism and events management, and athletic training also
are offered on the campus. Professional certificate programs
are available through the Office of Continuing Professional
Education (OCPE).

Campus resources that are available to all university
students, faculty, and staff include a full-service library, a
large drop-in computer lab, an information center, univer-
sity police, a university bookstore, dining services, student
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lounge space, an intercampus shuttle bus between the Fairfax
and Prince William Campuses, and a full complement
of student and academic services. Additionally, there
are numerous opportunities to get involved in campus
life through a variety of cocurricular and extracurricular
activities.

Many campus facilities and services are available to serve
both university and community needs. The 300-seat Verizon
Auditorium boasts innovative audiovisual technologies
suitable for presentations, meetings, and ceremonies, along
with lobby space for receptions and displays.

The 110,000-square-foot Freedom Aquatic and Fitness
Center offers state-of-the-art exercise equipment, group
fitness programs, a full gymnasium with elevated track,
and recreational and instructional swimming in a 50-meter
competition pool. It is also home to Mason’s human perfor-
mance lab, classrooms, and other meeting space.

The Mason Enterprise Center is part of the university’s
network of enterprise centers that has played a major role
in enhancing commerce and developing new programs in
support of small businesses throughout Virginia. The
center brings this experience and diversity of services to
support growing businesses and entrepreneurs in the
Manassas and Prince William County areas. It also offers a
telework center for low-cost telecommuting in a professional
office environment.

Satellite Sites
The OCPE’s Herndon Training Center, located off the Dulles
Toll Road and Route 28, provides a wide range of yearly
open-enrollment seminars and workshops in its meeting
facilities. The Center for Innovative Technology (CIT)
classrooms are fully electronic and include a groupware
platform. The School of Management’s Executive Master
of Business Administration program and the Volgenau School
of Information Technology and Engineering’s (IT&E) Train
to Technology program are located here.

Mason, the Man
When George Mason (1725-92) wrote the Virginia Decla-
ration of Rights in 1776, he gave America the noble concept
that the rights of the individual must be protected against
the power of government. By placing in Virginia’s first
constitution a list of rights that could never be taken away
from citizens, Mason sought to ensure a society in which
government could not become all-powerful.

As a result of his influence, the first 10 amendments, which
we know as the Bill of Rights, were added to the U.S. Consti-
tution. The universal significance of this action made the
American Revolution much more than a war for indepen-
dence from Great Britain; it enshrined in our most impor-
tant public document the principle that a government must
always respect the rights of the people.

Mason, a slave owner, did not recognize that those rights
extended to slaves. Nevertheless, his words were later used
to demonstrate that slavery could not exist in a country
that proclaimed its belief in human rights. While we as a
country have not always adhered to Mason’s great ideas,
they remain the measure of the best in our national life.

University History
The university’s growing reputation as an innovative
educational leader is rooted in Virginia’s strong educational
tradition. By emphasizing high technology, public policy,
and fine and performing arts, Mason has created a curricu-
lum and mission to meet the needs of Northern Virginia’s
extraordinary cosmopolitan constituency.

The idea for George Mason University was born in 1949
when the Northern Virginia University Center, essentially
an adult-education extension of the University of Virginia
at Charlottesville, opened under the direction of John
Norville Gibson Finley. In 1955 and again in 1956, the Board
of Visitors of the University of Virginia and Virginia
legislature authorized the establishment of a two-year branch
college to serve Northern Virginia.

The university’s formal history began in 1957 as University
College, the Northern Virginia branch of the University of
Virginia, offering courses in engineering and the liberal arts.
It opened in a renovated elementary school in the Bailey’s
Crossroads area with an enrollment of 17 students.

Eager to support the fledgling institution, the Town (now
City) of Fairfax purchased 150 acres in 1958, and donated
the land to the University of Virginia for a permanent branch
campus. The following year, the University of Virginia Board
of Visitors selected the name George Mason College.
Construction of the campus’s f irst four buildings was
completed in 1964. In September of that year, 356 students
began their studies in the new classrooms.

In March 1966, the General Assembly authorized the
expansion of George Mason College into a four-year,
degree-granting institution, and gave it the long-range man-
date to expand into a major regional university. The first
senior class received degrees in June 1968. Graduate
programs began in September 1970, with the first master’s
degrees conferred in June 1971. The George Mason
College Board of Control, supported by citizens of the
cities of Alexandria and Falls Church, and Arlington and
Fairfax counties, acquired an additional 422 acres. By the
end of 1970, the college’s Fairfax Campus reached 572 acres;
it is now 677 acres.

In 1972, the Board of Visitors of the University of Virginia
recommended that the college separate from its parent
institution. On April 7 of that year, the governor signed the
General Assembly legislation that established George
Mason University as an independent member of Virginia’s
system of colleges and universities.

Since 1972, the university’s development has been marked
by rapid growth and innovative planning. In 29 years,
enrollment has risen from 4,166 to more than 29,000 stu-
dents in 2005. In 1979, Mason was given the authority to
grant doctoral degrees and began offering programs at this
level. In the same year, the university acquired what
became George Mason University School of Law, located
on the Arlington Campus.

In 1984, the first Robinson Professors, a group of outstand-
ing scholars committed to undergraduate teaching and
interdisciplinary scholarship, joined the faculty as the
result of a generous bequest from the estate of Clarence J.
Robinson.
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Drawing prominent scholars from all f ields, Mason’s
outstanding faculty includes Pulitzer Prize winners; Nobel
laureates; IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers) Centennial Medalists; and recipients of numer-
ous Fulbright, National Science Foundation, and National
Endowment of the Arts grants and awards, among others.
More than 30 endowed chairs at the university have also
brought many artists and scholars to campus.

In 1985, Mason partnered with area businesses to develop
an engineering program geared toward the emerging infor-
mation technology field and started what is now the Volgenau
School of Information Technology and Engineering (IT&E).
Through IT&E, George Mason was the first institution
in the country to offer a doctoral degree in information
technology.

The establishment in 1990 of the Institute of the Arts, which
became the College of Visual and Performing Arts in 2000,
solidified the university’s commitment to make the arts an
integral part of students’ lives. The Center for the Arts and
the arts complex, which includes art galleries, studio and
rehearsal space, and performing venues such as Harris
Theater and TheaterSpace, are all components of the college.

On the Fairfax campus, the innovative George W. Johnson
Center was dedicated in April 1996. By combining student
life resources with educational support facilities such as an
interactive library, Mason has created the learning workspace
of the future. Educational administrators from around the
world have toured the center.

The university has achieved national distinction in many
areas. Its reputation continues to grow as Mason provides
educational, cultural, and economic resources not only for
the people of Northern Virginia and Commonwealth of
Virginia, but also the nation and the world at large.

University’s Mission
The mission statement of the Board of Visitors was adopted
in 1991. It reads as follows:

“George Mason University will be an institution of interna-
tional academic reputation providing superior education
for students to develop critical, analytical, and imaginative
thinking and to make well-founded ethical decisions. It will
respond to the call for interdisciplinary research and

teaching, not simply by adding programs but by rethinking
the traditional structure of the academy.

The university will prepare students to address the complex
issues facing them in society and to discover meaning in
their own lives. It will encourage diversity in its student
body and will meet the needs of students by providing
them with interdisciplinary and innovative undergraduate,
graduate, and professional courses. The university will
energetically seek ways to interact with and serve the needs
of the student body.

The university will nurture and support a faculty that is
diverse, innovative, excellent in teaching, active in pure and
applied research, and responsive to the needs of students
and the community. The faculty will embody the university’s
interactive approach to change both in the academy and in
the world.

The university will be a resource of the Commonwealth of
Virginia serving private and public sectors. It will be an
intellectual and cultural nexus between Northern Virginia,
the nation, and the world.”

Accreditation
George Mason University is accredited by the Commission
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools to award bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees.
The university is a member of the Council of Graduate
Schools in the United States.

University Foundation
Established in 1966, the George Mason University
Foundation works to advance the aims and purposes of
the university. It is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit foundation
organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of the
university.

The foundation assists Mason in generating private support
and manages, invests, and administers private gifts, includ-
ing endowment and real property. The foundation is
governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees that is led by
a chairman. The vice president of university development
and alumni affairs serves as the foundation president.
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Office of Admissions
4400 University Drive, MS 3A4
Fairfax, VA 22030-4444
Phone: 703-993-2400
Fax: 703-993-2392
Web: admissions.gmu.edu

Undergraduate
Admission Policies
Admission is competitive because the number of qualified
candidates exceeds the number of new students who can be
accommodated. Each candidate who presents sufficient
admission qualifications is reviewed in the context of other
qualified applicants. An offer of admission is valid only for
the semester for which the student applied. Programs with
limited space or special requirements may need a second
review process for admission.

Applying for Admission
Application for undergraduate admission should be made
to the Office of Admissions. Applications are available at
www.admissions.gmu.edu/ugrad/onapps.html. A nonrefund-
able and nontransferable fee of $40 must accompany the
application; the international application fee is $75. Cata-
log information, Schedule of Classes, tuition information,
campus events listings, and departmental information are
available at www.gmu.edu.

Application Deadlines
The application deadline for fall admission is January 15
for freshman applicants, and April 1 for transfer applicants.
The application deadline for the spring semester is October
15. Applications for the 2006–07 fall and spring semesters
may be submitted starting July 1. Mason encourages early
applications from prospective freshmen who wish to be
considered for academic scholarships. The university
reserves the right to close applications before published
deadlines if conditions so warrant. Admission decisions for
freshmen are usually made after the first-semester grades
of the senior year and all appropriate test results have been
received by the Office of Admissions. Transfer decisions
are made as files become complete. Admission is contin-
gent on satisfactory completion of in-progress course work
and graduation from high school.

Early Admission
High school juniors who have completed high school
graduation requirements except for senior English and
government courses may, with the approval of their high
school guidance counselor or principal, apply for admis-
sion and thereby enter the university one year early. Appli-
cants should present above-average grades, Scholastic
Assessment Test (SAT) and American College Test (ACT)
scores, and a high school course of study demonstrating
rigorous academic preparation for university-level work.
Candidates for this program must arrange an interview with
the dean or director of admissions.
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Bachelor’s/Accelerated
Master’s Degrees
The university offers a number of combined bachelor’s and
accelerated master’s degree programs for academically strong
undergraduates with an interest in research, or graduate and
professional studies. Admission to these programs is com-
petitive. Information and application packages are available
in the individual schools, colleges and institutes.

Admissions Committee
The Admissions Committee reviews undergraduate admis-
sion decisions and appeals. Additionally, the Admissions
Committee or the Office of Admissions may make other
stipulations or recommendations regarding admission of an
individual.

Freshman Requirements
The following factors are considered when reviewing fresh-
man applications for admission:

• Cumulative high school grade point average (GPA) for
course work completed in grades 9 through 12

• Level of difficulty of course work elected throughout the
high school years, particularly in English, mathematics,
laboratory science, and foreign language

• Scores from SAT I, ACT, or Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL)

• Essay

• Secondary school report

The Admissions Office evaluates applications after all
required materials have been received. Applicants who
apply by the priority deadline date are notified of decisions
by April 1. All other applicants are notified on a space-
available basis.

The following table specifies the minimum units of college
preparatory work required for admission, as well as the
minimum units recommended. The recommended units
reflect the typical high school program of students who
have succeeded in competing for admission in recent years.

In the following chart, Column (1) refers to students
applying for a bachelor of arts, excluding those in category
3; bachelor of fine arts; bachelor of music program; or with
an undeclared major. Column (2) refers to students apply-
ing for a bachelor of science degree program, excluding
those in category 3. Column (3) refers to students applying
with an intended major in prebusiness, chemistry, computer
science, engineering, geology, mathematics, or physics. Note
that one unit equals one academic year of study.

Required Recommended
Minimum Minimum

(1) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3)

English 4 4 4 4 4 4

Social Studies 3 3 3 4 4 4

Mathematics* 3 3 4 4 4 5

Laboratory Science** 2 2 3 3 3 4

Foreign Language 2 2 0 4 3 3

Other Academic Electives 3 3 3 5 4 3

Total 17 17 17 24 22 23

* Selected from algebra I, algebra II, geometry, trigonom-
etry, analytic geometry, functions, math analysis, calculus

** Selected from biology, chemistry, physics, or other
advanced lab science

Test Requirements
Freshman candidates for admission are required to take
the SAT I or ACT. All non-native English speakers are also
required to take the TOEFL. Official test scores should
be sent directly from the appropriate testing service.

Acceptance of Admission Offer
Mason complies with the national candidate reply date
of May 1. Students confirm by completing the enrollment
confirmation form in the admission packet and submitting
it to the university with an enrollment deposit. The deposit
is non-refundable after May 1.

Right to Withdraw Offer
Mason reserves the right to withdraw offers of admission
if applicants fail to satisfy all requirements, or if it is
determined that admission was obtained through the use
of falsified, altered, or embellished information. In the case
of withdrawal of admission from a matriculated student,
credit earned at Mason may be withheld.

Readmission after Previous Attendance
Students who have missed two or more consecutive semes-
ters of enrollment (excluding Summer Term) at Mason
must apply for readmission through the Office of Admis-
sions if any of the following conditions are true:

• The student is an undergraduate returning after any
absence during which he or she studied at another institu-
tion, without prior written permission of his or her school
or college. Such students must reapply as transfer students.

• The student is international with F-1 or J-1 immigration
status.

• The student was ever suspended or dismissed from any
college or university for nonacademic reasons.

• The student was academically dismissed from Mason.

• The student was ever convicted of a felony.

Enrollment after Previous Attendance
Unless any of the conditions requiring readmission apply,
students in good academic standing who have missed two
or more consecutive semesters of enrollment (excluding
Summer Term) at Mason may re-enter by completing a
Re-Enrollment Form available through the Registrar’s
Office. For graduate students and some undergraduate
programs, academic department approval is also required.

Application for a Second
Bachelor’s Degree
Application for a second bachelor’s degree following
conferral of a first degree from any accredited institution
must be conducted through the Off ice of Admissions.
After admission, the student will work with the academic
program to develop an approved contract or course of study
of at least 30 credits beyond the first degree, taken after
admission to the second degree to meet university residency
requirements. While this contract will detail college level
and major requirements to be met, these students do
not have to meet Mason’s additional general education
requirements.
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Transfer Requirements
Mason accepts qualified students who wish to transfer from
other regionally accredited colleges or universities. Trans-
fer applicants must submit official transcripts from each
collegiate institution attended. Transfer applicants with fewer
than 30 transferable credits must also submit a copy of their
secondary school record and test scores. All non-native
English speakers are also required to submit a TOEFL score
or acceptable grades (C or better) in at least two English
composition or literature classes taken at another U.S.
university or college.

Application for admission as a transfer student is competi-
tive. Students on active social or academic probation, sus-
pension, or dismissal are not eligible for transfer admission.

Transfer applicants who have been out of school for
a semester or longer, excluding summers and school-
designated breaks, must provide the Admissions Office
with a statement describing activities during this period.
A resume may be submitted in lieu of a statement.

Transfer Credit
A student transferring into Mason receives a formal evalu-
ation of transfer credit following the admission offer. The
student is responsible for seeing that the Office of Admis-
sions receives official transcripts of all course work taken
elsewhere.

In general, credits are accepted from regionally accredited
institutions, provided that a grade of C or better has been
earned in the course, and that the course content is equal to
that offered at Mason. Note that only credits, not grades,
are transferred; grades for transferred courses will not
become a part of a student’s GPA at Mason. Transfer credit
is not granted for study in non-accredited institutions.

The requirement for graduation is 45 credits of upper-level
course work. While lower-level courses taken at previously
attended institutions may meet the content requirement of
some upper-level courses, they do not reduce the 45-credit
requirement.

Students enrolled on a campus of the Virginia Community
College System (VCCS) may access transfer information
from a computer database located on Mason’s web site at:
www.admissions.gmu.edu/ugrad/transguide.

Students accepted into a degree program at Mason are
usually not expected to pursue simultaneous course work
elsewhere. For more information, go to the “Credit to
be Earned at Other Institutions” section in the Academic
Policies chapter of this catalog.

Graduate Admission Policies
Admission to graduate programs is competitive. Selection
criteria differ by program and are established by departmental
faculty. Applicants are evaluated on the strength of their
academic background, results of standardized exams (if
required by the program), work experience, and any addi-
tional evidence of potential success in the program. Each
year, departmental faculty members determine the number
of admission offers they may extend by the university
resources available for their program.

Admission Standards
For degree status, the general university graduate admis-
sion requirements are as follows:

• An earned baccalaureate degree from a regionally accred-
ited institution of higher education or international equiva-
lent must be verified from official transcripts. (For details,
see “Admission of International Students.”)

• A 3.00 GPA (on a 4.00 scale) or better in baccalaureate
study. The GPA requirement may be higher for some gradu-
ate programs. For students with post-baccalaureate cred-
its, a separate GPA is calculated for each institution. Note:
The difficulty of the baccalaureate degree and work expe-
rience may be considered in assessing the requirements
for admission.

Provisional Admission
A degree-seeking graduate applicant with a baccalaureate
degree who has not met all admission requirements may be
offered provisional admission if sufficient evidence is pre-
sented to suggest the applicant has the ability to pursue gradu-
ate work. As f irst priority when starting the graduate
program, a provisionally admitted student must satisfy the
conditions of admission. Once the student has satisfied the
conditions specified in the offer of admission and submit-
ted all admission credentials, the provisional qualifier will
be removed from the student’s record. Written confirma-
tion indicating the removal will be sent to the student from
the college, school, or institute dean or director.

If the student does not meet the conditions within the time
limit or credits specified in the offer of admission (usually
one or two semesters), the student will be terminated from
the program. All applicants admitted provisionally are in
degree-seeking status, and course work taken appears as part
of their graduate-level transcript.

Graduate Application Requirements
For full consideration for graduate admission, applicants
must submit the following:

• Completed Application for Graduate Study

• Non-refundable application fee

• Application for Virginia In-State Tuition Rates, if claim-
ing entitlement to these rates

• Two official transcripts from each institution attended

• Goals statement

• Letters of recommendation as required by the program

• Official exam scores, such as GRE or GMAT, reported
directly from the appropriate testing service, as required
by the program

• Other materials specified by the program, including
departmental forms, portfolio, or interview

International applicants should read the “Admission of
International Students” section for more information.
Specific departmental admission requirements for degree-
seeking students are listed in this catalog under the relevant
discipline.

Graduate Applications
Applicants are strongly encouraged to apply online at
admissions.gmu.edu. Applications for the School of Law
can be accessed at www.law.gmu.edu. For a paper applica-
tion for any program except the law school, please contact
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the Office of Admissions, MS 3A4, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax, Va. 22030-4444; 703-993-2400; fax: 703-993-2392;
e-mail: admissions@gmu.edu.

Application Processing Centers
The graduate admissions process is decentralized at
Mason. Applicants should send their applications and
support documents directly to the Graduate Admissions
Application Processing Center assigned to their program.
Specific mailing instructions are listed in the Application
for Graduate Study as well as below. Once a graduate appli-
cation is complete and ready to be evaluated for admission,
the graduate application file is sent to the academic depart-
ment for review by the Faculty Admissions Committee.
An applicant is notified by mail of the admission decision.

Below is a list of the Graduate Admissions Application
Processing Centers with contact information. Graduate
admission questions may be directed to the specific center
assigned to an applicant’s program by school, college, or
institute.

College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (LAHS)
4400 University Drive, MS 2D2
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-3699
Fax: 703-993-8714
E-mail: lahsgrad@gmu.edu

College of Health and Human Services (CHHS)
4400 University Drive, MS 5A8
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-1736
Fax: 703-993-3606
E-mail: nursegrad@gmu.edu

College of Science (COS)
For PhD, MS, and certif icate programs in biodefense,
biosciences, and biology

Graduate Admissions
4400 University Drive, MS 5D8
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-1990
Fax: 703-993-1993
E-mail: cosgrad@gmu.edu

For PhD, MS, and certificate in bioinformatics

College of Science
Graduate Admissions
10900 University Boulevard, 5B2
Manassas, Va. 20110
Phone: 703-993-8449
Fax: 703-993-8401
E-mail: binf@gmu.edu

College of Education and Human Development (CEHD)
4400 University Drive, MS 4D1
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-2010
Fax: 703-993-2082
E-mail: gseadmit@gmu.edu

Volgenau School of Information Technology
and Engineering (IT&E)
4400 University Drive, MS 3D5
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-1512
Fax: 703-993-1242
E-mail: itegadm@gmu.edu

School of Law
3301 Fairfax Drive, MS 1G3
Arlington, Va. 22201
Phone 703-993-8010
Fax: 703-993-8088
E-mail: arichar5@gmu.edu

School of Management (SOM)
4400 University Drive, MS 5A2
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-2136
Fax: 703-993-1778
E-mail: somgrad@gmu.edu

School of Public Policy (SPP)
Graduate Admissions
3401 Fairfax Drive, MS 3B1
Arlington, Va. 22201
Phone: 703-993-8099
Fax: 703-993-4876
E-mail: spp@gmu.edu

College of Visual and Performing Arts (CVPA)
Graduate Admissions, MS 1C9
4400 University Drive
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-2400
Fax: 703-993-4662
E-mail: cvpagrad@gmu.edu

Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (ICAR)
Graduate Admissions, MS 1C9
4400 University Drive
Fairfax, Va. 22030
Phone: 703-993-2400
Fax: 703-993-4662
E-mail: icarmgr@gmu.edu

Graduate Admission Exams
Although a number of graduate programs do not require
standardized tests, almost all use test scores as an additional
measurement of an applicant’s qualifications. For depart-
mental admissions test requirements, consult the table at
admissions.gmu.edu/grad.

Information and registration bulletins for all national
graduate admissions exams are available at the information
desk in the Johnson Center, the University Admissions
Office, and in many of the college or school admissions
departments.

The GRE may be taken in two forms: the general exam and
subject exam. Some departments require official scores for
both types of exams. Students may schedule the computer-
based GRE general exam by calling 800-473-2255. Students
may register for the GRE subject exam online at www.gre.org.
To have GRE scores sent to Mason, please use school
code 5827.

The GMAT is required of all applicants seeking admission
to any SOM degree program, and may be taken in lieu of
the GRE for the MS in information systems. Students
may schedule the computer-based GMAT online at
www.mba.com. The various programs at Mason all have
separate GMAT codes. For the appropriate code for your
program of interest, go to www.mba.com.

The Miller Analogies Test (MAT) is a test of 100 analogies
and may be a substitute for the GRE in some graduate pro-
grams. To have official MAT scores sent to George Mason,
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