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 REPORTS BY TOPIC 
 
 
1.   Resource Guides 

 
Rural Health in the United States.  Fall 1999.  A comprehensive look at the current state of 
rural health care in America.  Many charts, tables and maps.  Oxford University Press.   

 
Rural Health Research in Progress at ORHP Rural Health Research Centers. March 2001.  
University of Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center 
 

2. Impact of the 1997 Balanced Budged (BB) Act the 1999 BB Refinement Act and the 2000 
Benefits Improvement and Protection Act. 
 
Establishing a Fair Medicare Reimbursement for Low-Volume Rural Ambulance Providers.  
July 2001.  The Project HOPE Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis. 

   
PPS Inpatient Payment and the Area Wage Index. January 2001.  North Carolina Rural 
Health Research and Policy Analysis Center. 
 
Will the Outpatient Prospective Payment System Increase the Number of Distressed Rural 
Hospitals in Iowa, Texas, Washington, and West Virginia?  January 2001. (With an 
Associated Policy Brief).  The Project HOPE Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis. 
 
If Fewer International Medical Graduates Were Allowed in the U.S., Who Might Replace 
Them in Rural Areas? No. 71.   January 2001. North Carolina Rural Health Research and 
Policy Analysis Center.  
 
The Financial Viability of Rural Hospitals in a Post-BBA Environment.  December 2000.  
University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center. 
 
Rural Implications of the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Benefits Improvement and   
Protection Act of 2000. December 2000.  RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis.  
 
Rural Hospital Wages and Hospital Area Wage Index: 1990-1997.  No. 70.  November 2000.  
North Carolina Rural Health Research and Policy Analysis Center 

 
The Area Wage Index of the Medicare Inpatient Hospital Prospective Payment System: 
Perspectives, Policies, and Choices.  October 2000.  RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy  
Analysis. 

 
Payment Policy for Outpatient Laboratory Services Provided by Critical Access Hospitals: 
Financial Impacts of Departure from Cost-Based Payment Methods.   September 2000.  
Project HOPE Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis. 



Potential Supply-Side Implications of BB Act Limits on Reimbursement to Provider-Based 
Rural  Health Clinics. June 2000 (With Associated Policy Brief). The Project HOPE Walsh 
Center for Rural Health Analysis. 

 
Rural Home Health Agencies: The Impact of the BB Act.  February 2000.   The Project 
HOPE Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis. 

 
Medicare Reforms: The Rural Perspective.  February 2000. The Project HOPE Walsh 
Center for Rural Health Analysis. 
 
Rural Implications of the Medicare, Medicaid, and SHIP BB Refinement Act of 1999.  
December 1999.  Rural Policy Research Institute Rural Health Panel. P99-11.   

 
Initial Report on the Impact of the Balanced Budget Act on Small Rural Hospitals.  
September 1999.  WWAMI Rural Health Research Center.   
 
Implication of the BBA for Rural Hospitals.  September 1999.  The Project HOPE Walsh 
Center for Rural Health Analysis. 

 
Implementation of the Provision of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997: Critical Issues for Rural 
Health Care Delivery.  July 1999.  Rural Policy Research Institute. 

 
Implications for Rural Hospitals of the Medicare Outpatient Prospective Payment Proposed 
Rule. February, 1999. (With an Associated Policy Brief).  The Project HOPE Walsh Center 
for Rural Health Analysis. 

 
 
3. Medicare 
 

Can Payment Policies Attract M+C Plans to Rural Areas?   (PB 2001-8).  June 2001.   Rural 
Policy Research Institute.  RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis 
 
Redesigning Medicare: Considerations for Rural Beneficiaries and Health Systems (RUPRI 
Rural Health Panel.)  May 2001.  (PB 2001-6).  Columbia, MO Rural Policy Research 
Institute.  RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis 

 
Designing a Prescription Drug Benefit for Rural Medicare Beneficiaries: Principles, Criteria, 
and Assessment   (P2000-14).  August 31, 2000.   Rural Policy Research Institute.  RUPRI 
Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis 

 
Improving Prescription Drug Coverage for Rural Medicare Beneficiaries: Key Rural  
Considerations and Objectives for Legislative Proposals.  June 2000.  RUPRI Center for 
Rural  Health Policy Analysis 

 
A Rural Assessment of Leading Proposals to Redesign the Medicare Program.  June 2000 
RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis  



Taking Medicare into the 21st Century: Realities of a Post-BBA World and Implications for 
Rural Health Care. February, 1999. Rural Policy Research Institute Rural Health Panel. 

 
 
04 Medicaid and SCHIP 
 

A Rural Government Role in Medicaid Managed Care: The Development of County-based  
Purchasing in Minnesota.  February 2001. The University of Minnesota Rural Health  Research 
Center 

 
Implications of SCHIP: Outreach, Enrollment, and Provider Participation in Rural Areas. 
November 1999.(With Associated Policy Brief).  The Project HOPE Walsh Center for Rural  
Health Analysis.  

 
 
05  Rural Practice and Visions for Rural Health 

 
Access to Rural Pharmacy Services in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota. July 26,    
2001.  The University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center.   

 
Why Do Rural Primary-Care Physicians Sell Their Practices?  August 2000.  The University of 
 Minnesota Rural Health Research Center 

 
Do Hospital-Based Rural Health Clinics Improve the Performance of the Parent Hospital? Final 
Report.  March, 1999.  (With an Associated Policy Brief).  The Project HOPE Walsh Center for 
Rural Health Analysis.   

 
Considerations for Federal Legislation To Improve Rural Health Care Delivery: 
Recommendations for the 106th Congress. January, 1999. Rural Policy Research Institute Rural 
Health Panel.  

 
 
6.   Minorities, Children, Disabled, and Other Special Populations 
 

The Proximity of Rural African American and Hispanic/Latino Communities to Physicians and 
Hospital Services.  No. 72.  June 26, 2001.  (With an Associated Policy Brief).  North Carolina 
Rural Health Research and Policy Analysis Center. 

 
Race and Place Series: Urban-Rural Differences in Health for Racial and Ethnic Minorities.  No. 
66.  March 2000.  (With an Associated Policy Brief) North Carolina Rural Health Research and 
Policy Analysis Center 

 
Perinatal and Infant Health Among Rural and Urban American Indians/Alaska Natives.  June  
1999. WWAMI Rural Health Research Center. 



7.   Workforce Issues 
 
How Many Physicians Can a Rural Community Support?  A Practice Income Potential Model 
for Washington State. (Forthcoming).  WWAMI Rural Health Research Center. 

 
Attitudes of Family Physicians Toward Physician-Assisted Suicide.  (Forthcoming)   WWAMI 
Rural Health Research Center.   

 
The Contribution of Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants to Generalist Care in 
Underserved Areas of Washington State.  (With Associated Policy Brief) (Forthcoming)    
WWAMI Rural Health Research Center. 

 
Gender-Related Factors in the Recruitment of Generalist Physicians to the Rural Northwest 
February 2001.  Policy Brief.   February 2001.  WWAMI Rural Health Research Center. 

 
Content of Physician Assistant Practice: Results from a National Survey.  May, 1999.  WWAMI 
Rural Health Research Center 

 
Physician Education and Rural Location: A Critical Review. February, 1999.  WWAMI Rural 
Health Research Center.  

 
The Production of Rural Female Generalists by U.S. Medical Schools.  January 1999.WWAMI 
Rural Health Research Center. 

 
 
8.   Long Term Care 
 

Financing and Payment Issues in Rural Long Term Care Integration (With a Related Policy 
Brief) February 2001.  University of Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center.   

 
Models for Integrating and Managing Acute and Long Term Care Services in Rural Areas.  June 
2000.  University of Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center, Institute for  Health Policy 

 
Creating Affordable Rural Housing: Options and Strategies.  (With an Associated Policy Brief)  
June 2000.  University of Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center, Institute for Health 
Policy. 

 
Multiple Hospitalizations Among Elderly Nursing Home Residents: Is Rural Residence a Risk 
Factor? (With An Associated Policy Brief).  December 1999.   University of Southern Maine 
Rural Health Research Center, Institute for Health Policy. 

 
Assisted Living: How To Make It Work In Rural Communities.  June 1999.  University of 
Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center, Institute for Health Policy. 



Rural Home Health Users: Vulnerability to Recent Reforms.   The Project HOPE Walsh Center 
for Rural Health Analysis.   
 

 
9.   Quality of Care 

 
The Quality of Care Received by Diabetic Patients in Washington State: A Rural-Urban 
Comparison. (And an Associated Policy Brief)  June 2000.  WWAMI Rural Health Research 
Center 

 
Quality Oversight: Why Are Rural Hospitals Less Likely to Be JCAHO Accredited? November,  
1999. The University Of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center. 

 
Telemedicine: A New Framework for Quality Assessment.  June, 1999.  The University of  
Minnesota Rural Health Research Center    

 
Quality of Care Challenges for Rural Health.  January, 1999. University of Minnesota Rural 
Health Research Center and the WWAMI Rural Health Research Center.  

 
 
10.   Rural Managed Care 
 

HMOs Serving Rural Areas: Experiences with HMO accreditation and HEDIS Reporting -  
working paper #29.  May 1999.  The University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center  

 
Rural Primary Care Practices and Managed Care Organizations: Relationships and Risk 
Sharing - Working Paper Series.  April 1999.  The University of Minnesota Rural Health 
Research Center  

 
State HMO Accreditation and External Quality Review Requirements: Implications for HMOs 
Serving Rural Areas.  January 1999. The University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center  

 
 
11.  Rural Behavioral Health 
 

Medicaid Managed Behavioral Health in Rural Areas.  February 2001.  University of     
Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center 

 
Best Practices in Rural Medicaid Managed Behavioral Health.  January 1999.  University of 
Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center 

 
 



12.  Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs)  
 

At Risk Hospitals: The Role of CAH Status In Mitigating the Effects of New Prospective 
Payment Systems Under Medicare (With Associated Policy Brief).  February 2000. North 
Carolina Rural Health Research and Policy Analysis Center 

 
The Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility Program: Rapid Progress Toward Full 
Implementation.  A report on the first two years of implementation of the Medicare Rural 
Hospital Flexibility Program.  September 1999.  North Carolina Rural Health Research 
and Policy Analysis Center. 

 
 
13.  Rural Public Health 
 
    The Effects of Market Reform on Rural Public Health Departments. January 2000. (With 

Associated Policy Brief).North Carolina Rural Health Research and Policy Analysis Center 
 

Domestic Violence is a Rural Health Issue.  July 1999.  University of Southern Maine Rural 
Health Research Center.   

 
 
014 Health Promotion 
 

The Influence of Rural Residence on the Use of Preventive Health Care Services.  December 
2000.  The University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center 

 
 
15. Uninsured 
 

Is the Rural Safety Net at Risk?  Analysis of Charity and Uncompensated Care Provided by 
Rural Hospitals in Washington, West Virginia, Texas, Iowa, and Vermont.  January 2001. (With 
an Associated Policy Brief).   The Project HOPE Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis.   

 
Health Insurance in Rural America (Rural Policy Brief, October 2000, RUPRI Center for  Rural 
Health Policy Analysis 

 
Data Sources to Study Uncompensated Care Provided by Rural Hospitals.  May 2000.  (With an 
Associated Policy Brief).  The Project HOPE Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis.  

16.  Research-Policy Interface 



 
Conference Report - The National Rural Health Research Agenda Setting Conference.        
November 2000, RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis.   

 
Linking Rural Health Services Research with Health Policy.  October 2000.  RUPRI Center for 
Rural Health Policy Analysis. 

 
************************************************************************************ 
 HOW TO OBTAIN REPORTS 
 
1. Contact the specific Research Center Website: 

 
North Carolina Rural Health Research and Policy Analysis Center: 
www.shepscenter.unc.edu 
Project HOPE:  www.projecthope.org 
RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis:  www.rupri.org/healthpolicy 
South Carolina Rural Health Research Center:  hadm.sph.sc.edu/rhr/ 
Southwest Rural Health Research Center:  tamushsc.tamu.edu 
WWAMI Rural Health Research Center: 
www.fammed.washington.edu/wwamirhrc 
University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center: www.hsr.umn.edu 
University of Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center: 
www.Muskie.usm.maine.edu/mrhrc 

 
02 Contact the HRSA Information Center: 

 
HRSA Information Distribution Center 
Circle Solution, Inc. 
2710 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 200 
Fairfax, Virginia 22031 
1-888-275-4772 
Fax: (703)821-2098 
TTY: 1-877-489-4772 



03 Contact the Rural Health Research Centers by Phone: 
 
North Carolina Rural Health Research and Policy Analysis Center:  
(919)966-5541 
Project HOPE: (301) 656-7401 
RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis: (402) 559-5260 
South Carolina Rural Health Research Center: (803) 777-6096 
Southwest Rural Health Research Center: (979) 458-0081 
WWAMI Rural Health Research Center: (206) 685-0401 
University of Minnesota Rural Health Research Center: (612) 624-6151 
University of Southern Maine Rural Health Research Center: (207) 780-4102 

 
 
04 Contact the Office of Rural Health Policy: 

 
Health Resources and Services Administration 
Office of Rural Health Policy 
5600 Fishers Lane, Room 9A-55 
Rockville, Maryland   20857 
(301) 443-0835 

 
or 

 
Joan F. Van Nostrand, D.P.A. 
Director of Research 
Office of Rural Health Policy 
jvan_nostrand@hrsa.gov 

 
 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT RURAL HEALTH RESEARCH IN PROGRESS: 
Search the Database:  www.rural-health.org 
 
FOR  MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RURAL HEALTH:  
Contact RICHS or Rural Information Center Health Service at 1-800-633-7701 (Internet is 
www.nal.usda.gov/ric/richs).  
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